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INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO SIG-01 ORM-02 
SS-15 H-01 L-03 /056R 

DRAFTED BY D/HA/HR:HKHILL/KAR 
APPROVED BY D/HA - MR. CHESLAW 
ARA/CAR:GDESANTILLANA 
EUR/WE:JSMITH 
D/HA/ORM:JCARLIN 

060743Z 078081 /13 

R 052223Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
INFO AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
USMISSION USUN NY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 075867 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, HA 

SUBJECT: TREATMENT OF HAITIAN PRISONERS 

REF: PORT AU PRINCE 755 (NOTAL), HIT J, -BRENNAN TELECON 

, THE DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES THE NEED AND DESIRABILITY 
OF OBTAINING AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE AND FEASIBLE 
ON THE TREATMENT METED OUT TO HAITIAN REFUGEES WHO HAVE 
RETURNED TO THEIR HOMELAND. AND FORMER HAITIAN PRISONERS 
WHO HAVE BEEN EXILED ABROAD. THIS INFORMATION IS 
IMPORTANT BOTH FOR PENDING DEPORTATION CASES OF HAITIAN 
REFUGEES WHO ARE SEEKING TO REMAIN IN THE U.S.. AND 
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FOR HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTING WHICH WE ARE REQUIRED TO 
MAKE TO CONGRESS. FIRST-HAND INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM 
RECENT DEBRIEFINGS OF THREE FORMER PRISONERS IN HAITI 
AND IN THE DEPARTMENT HAS PROVIDED VALUABLE INSIGHTS 
INTO THIS SUBJECT. 

2. WE WELCOME PORT AU PRINCE'S SUGGESTION THAT AN 
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EFFORT BE MADE TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL FIRST HAND REPORTS 
OF THE EXPERIENCE OF HAITIANS RECENTLY EXILED TO FRANCE. 
TWO WAYS OF DOING THIS HAVE OCCURRED TO US-THROUGH THE 
ASSISTANCE OF A REPUTABLE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
WITH EXPERTISE IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS, SUCH AS 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS, AND 
THROUGH OVERT CONTACT EMBASSY PARIS MAY HAVE WITH 
HAITIAN EXILE CIRCLES OR LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. 
NEITHER APPROACH WOULD BE EXCLUSIVE OF THE OTHER AND, 

IN FACT, THERE WOULD BE ADVANTAGES IF BOTH COULD BE 
UNDERTAKEN. 

3. AT DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST, GENEVA HAS INFORMALLY 
APPROACHED THE ICRC ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF CONDUCTING 
INQUIRIES AMONG THE HAITIANS. THE RED CROSS 

APPEARS INTERESTED AND PREPARED TO SHARE INFORMATION 
IT GATHERS WITH THE USG. GENEVA IS AUTHORIZED TO FOLLOW 
UP ITS INITIAL CONTACT WITH THE ICRC. DRAWING 
AS NEEDED ON THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFTEL WHICH 
IS BEING REPEATED TO YOU. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
THE RED CROSS'S VIEWS ON HOW AND WHEN INQUIRIES MAY 
BE UNDERTAKIN, WHETHER INFORMATION IN REFTEL IS ADEQUATE 
TO GET PROJECT LAUNCHED, AND ANY OTHER COMMENTS ICRC 
MAY HAVE ON PROPOSAL. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE THE VIEWS OF EMBASSY 
PARIS ON THE FEASIBILITY OF LOW-KEY. INFORMAL CONTACT 
WITH HAITIANS AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 2. BEFORE PROCEEDING 
WITH ANY ACTION. 
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